New products

B.C. company provides an answer for soil erosion control

A Vancouver company has come up with an idaa in
the hakd of engnaering. Daltalok's imankion is a simpla
mechanism that interocks sod bags, now making them
practical as both soft and hard armou application sol-
g

hs usa extands to such aras as erosion contsol,
retaining walls and environmental restoration, and has
bean put b0 Lse in vanous projects around the globe.

Linfike reinforced concrate walls, pre-cast concrete
panels and concrate biocks, Deltalok 5od bags can
vagatate and peoduce & visually-pleasing, natural
graan finigh,

Hun 5. Kim is the group chairman and CEO of
Daltalok Inc. and a vateran of the civil enginearing indus-
try for close fo threa decadas. He saw that thers was a
sagmificant void in tha industry, 2 gap between traditional
hard and soft armour applications. Ha than posed the
sirriple question, "How can we give the markat a com-
pletely netural-looking earth wall solution while not com-
prosmiising struciural infegrity and permanence™

I szarch of an answer, Kim went 1o his basermant
and devized the Deltalok systam of interlocking and
siructurally reinforcing soll bags far the construction of
retazning walls, culvart headwalls and a myriad of athar
apphicabions thal were never before possibla without the
s ol hard armour, Ha then pul his MemMerous resources
o wiork b0 laki B idea beyond the concepl stage and
began manufactuing the Deltalok system, in Canada, for
182 in the engineering fiald

The system is based on combaning a simpla yot

unique (patents are pending worldwide) sod bag inber-
Iocking mechanism with traditional sol reinforcement
mathads that have bean praciised for moee than 20

yaans.

This combination now maans a singla systam is aval-
able fo provids for bolh sofl and hard armour applica-
tions in tha buifding of strectural vegetaled retaining
structures, withoul the need for concrete or steel.

The Deftalok system has bean designed to incorpo-
rate existing materials, such as gaotetiles and geogrids,
that have been widaly accapted within tha industry for
years. [t comprisas kay componants that work togathar
8E & system of in tendem with othar existing matarals an
the masket.

The “standard unil” is made of & tough yet lightweight
plagtic, & rectangular in shage with siralogically-pogi-
liomad “claws” top and bottom 1o “grab" soil bags as they

are stacked in a "defta” (pyramid) formation. Thus, it
“intaicks” convenbonal soll bags, snproving hesght,
stability and strengih of sa8-standing bagwork walks
like: rerver badnre, Gone ars traditional, unsightty con-
crate wakis, and In their places._ vegatation of chaics,
incorporatad ino the scll bags thamsalves. Grass, les-
cue, plants._if's tha projact owner's cholca. And when
you think aboud if, whan was the iast fima you saw
graffibi speay-painted onto grazs?

The "engineered” unil interiocks sofl bags and acts
s @ mechanica! connaclion fo gaogrids for anginasned
walls. The "GTX bag” is used for the wall lace, making
alfractive vegetation of (he wall fsce & reality.

Agige Trom e pleasing visuals of naturally vegeisted
ridaining walls, Deltalok dlso means easa in construction
and transpart of matarials.

For Bustration, Deltakok system maberiats neoded for
1,000 square feat can comfortably it inside a typical
£pon ity vehicle. Similar square footage of retaining
wall components—tising tradifional hard armour matar-
als—would requirs moda than 1,000 blocks walghing
morg Ihen 75,000 pounds, not to mention the equipment
resqusnesd i put tham in plaog.

The City of Abbotsford, B.C. had a distinct need._ 1o
craate cubvert headwalls in projects that required an
ecosansitive solution dus io their prowdmity o fish-baar-
Ing streems, The struciural integrity of the sysiam mada
H possible for the city bo save an existing roadway from
further erosion damage. Steep and strong bagwork wall
faces were created by using Deltalok standard units and



